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ENSURING INDUSTRY AND SOCIETY BENEFIT FROM THE
FULL POTENTIAL OF BLOCKCHAIN AND OTHER
DISTRIBUTED LEDGER TECHNOLOGIES (DLT).
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@appg_blockchain

Secretariat:

Big Innovation Centre | https://www.biginnovationcentre.com/
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1. APPG Blockchain Sponsors

The Group supporters – British Standards Institution, Capita, CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro
Olswang, IOTA Foundation, My Next Match, Radom Network, SAP, Stratis and University of
Surry – enable us to reach our ambitions and raise the potential of what we can achieve.
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1 Governance

All-Party Parliamentary Groups (APPGs) are informal all-party groups in UK Parliament. They
are run by and for Members of the Commons and Lords.
The APPG on Blockchain also encourages participation from Business, Academics, Policy
Bodies, and representatives of the Civil Society.
Big Innovation Centre is the appointed Secretariat and research hub for the APPG on
Blockchain.
The APPG on Blockchain functions as the permanent authoritative voice within UK Parliament
(House of Commons and House of Lords) on all AI-related matters. It has become a key
reference point for policymakers, business, regulators, academia, and entrepreneurs on
Blockchain and other distributed ledger technologies (DLT), especially in the UK.
Our method of working is research, round tables, webinars, showcasing, taskforces, and
events.

1.1 Blockchain Officers

MARTIN
DOCHERTY-HUGHES MP
Chair

VISCOUNT
WAVERLEY
Vice-Chair

THE EARL OF LINDSAY
Secretary

STEPHEN
METCALFE MP
Vice-Chair

KEVAN JONES PC
MP
Vice-Chair
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1.2 Parliamentarian Members

HANNAH
BARDELL MP

BARONESS
BLOOMFIELD OF
HINTON
WALDRIST

LORD BRIDGES OF
HEADLEY

LORD CLEMENTJONES

CHRIS EVANS
MP

THE LORD
HASKEL

LORD HOLMES
OF
RICHMOND

JOHN
HOWELL MP

LORD HOWELL OF
GUILDFORD

DARREN
JONES
MP

ANNE
MCLAUGHLIN
MP

EARL OF
OXFORD AND
ASQUITH

ANDREW PERCY
MP

THE VISCOUNT
RIDLEY

LEE ROWLEY
MP

PAUL SCULLY
MP

BOB SEELY
MP

LORD STONE OF
BLACKHEATH

LORD VAUX OF
HARROWDEN

BILL WIGGIN
MP

WILLIAM
WRAGG MP
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1.3 Advisory Board

DR SCOTT STEEDMAN
Director of Standards (SP)
BSI Group

DR TIRATH VIRDEE
Director of Artificial
Intelligence
CAPITA

CHARLES KERRIGAN
Partner, Banking &
International Finance Team
CMS Tax Law

DR NAVIN AMACHANDRAN
Advisor
IOTA FOUNDATION

ONER AVARA
CEO & Founder, MY NEXT
MATCH

CHRISTOPHER WILSON
CEO
Radom Network

DR CHRIS FRANCIS
Director of Government
Affairs
SAP

CHRIS TREW
CEO
Stratis Platform

PROFESSOR YU XIONG
Chair of Business
Analytics
University of Surrey

1.4 Secretariat - Big Innovation Centre

PROFESSOR
BIRGITTE ANDERSEN
CEO

GEORGE FARRER
Project Coordinator
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2 Introduction
The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Blockchain (APPG Blockchain) aims to provide
evidence, guidance, and recommendations to policymakers on Blockchain related issues.
Also, to research the applications of Blockchain in the public and private sector, and to build
the UK Blockchain ecosystem.
UK Parliamentarians set up the APPG Blockchain Group in January 2018 to ensure that
industry and society benefit from the full potential of Blockchain and other distributed ledger
technologies (DLT), and to make the UK a leader in Blockchain/DLT’s innovation and
implementation.
We focus on innovation and implementation; types of blockchain for different purposes; the
impact on supply chain optimisation; digital assets; cryptocurrency; business models and ecommerce; and smart contracts. We address blockchain's impact on fraud detection and its
impact on people. We focus on policy, governance and blockchain applications.
Figure 1. APPG Blockchain Themes
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3 Pillars and Goals

The three pillars of the APPG on Blockchain are:
Policy Landscaping: Recommendations on policy, standards and blockchain governance for
Members of the House of Commons and House of Lords.
•

This work focuses on providing evidence, guidance, and recommendations for the
policymakers to promote the use of Blockchain and DLT in the private and public
sector. We ensure the members understand the benefits, barriers, and risks that the
implementation of Blockchain technology brings.

Research and evidence gathering: One of the APPG’s goals is to research and present the
application of Blockchain technology for industry, society, public services, policy, regulation,
and standards.
•

We bring evidence, use cases and future policy scenarios into the UK Parliament while
considering industry and societal implications of Blockchain as well as environmental
and sustainability opportunities.

Ecosystem Building, Convening and Networking: The APPG on Blockchain aims to catalyse
the creation of the necessary ecosystem to make the United Kingdom a global hub of
Blockchain Technology and its applications.
Figure 2. Quadruple Helix model of the APPG on Blockchain

Enterprising state (incl public sector)
Government and policy makers

Business
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APPG on Blockchain
Universities, R&D institutions,
science parks and think-tanks
Researchers and Innovators
•

Civil Society
Citizens

Through our events, we will bring together the Quadruple Helix of policymakers,
business leaders & entrepreneurs, academia, and civil society in order to co-create
the future with blockchain - events include evidence meetings, hot topic round
tables, report launches, showcases and receptions.
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4 Activities

4.1 Evidence Meetings
Structure
Each meeting will have,
1. Speaker’s Panel. The panel includes 4 to 5 influential Blockchain speakers from
business, government organisations, regulation bodies, academia, and civil society
organisations.
2. Special Contributors Panel. Representatives from industry, as well as regulators and
academics, that have witnessed changes due to the implementation of Blockchain.
3. Advisory Board Panel represents the APPG sponsors.
4. Parliamentarians and Peers
The speakers and the special contributors will propose ways to address some of Blockchain’s
ambitions and complex issues and provide the group with suggested steps on the way
forward.
The duration of the evidence meetings are 90 minutes.
Output
1. Parliamentary Brief. A parliamentary brief will be written after each meeting and
disseminated between the members, policy makers, and stakeholders, as well as
uploaded on the APPG website.
2. Video Recordings. All evidence meetings are filmed and uploaded to the APPG
website.
Agenda – see the following pages
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Table 1. Overview of Evidence Meetings for 2022 (Please be aware that dates might change
throughout the year)

BLOCKCHAIN TOPIC
AREA

Evidence Meeting 21:
CONVERGENCE

Blockchain, Artificial
Intelligence & Internet
of Things

PROVOCATION QUESTIONS

DATE

How Blockchain, Artificial Intelligence and Internet of
Things (IoT) convergence can be a paradigm shift?
Which are the main benefits, barriers and risks when
combining Blockchain, Artificial Intelligence and IoT?
What are the existing integrations across emerging
technologies? How will the future look like? And when?

22nd February
2022

How can policymakers and regulators catalyse the
convergence?
How can blockchain strengthen established democratic
practices in more developed countries? i.e. boosting voter
turnout through electronic voting systems.

Evidence Meeting 22:

GOVERNMENT,
DEMOCRACY &
VOTING?

Can blockchain ease concerns about the transition to a
digital democracy? (i.e. electoral fraud doesn’t seem as
much of a potential problem)
Does blockchain-based voting live up to democratic
principles, when competitors acquire tokens, or when
voter authentication is not guaranteed?

5th April 2022

What regulation / legislation is required to allow
blockchain to be compatible with existing legal and
organisational frameworks?
Does blockchain have a role to play in less strong
democracies? (i.e. could it help to tackle issues such as
corruption?)

Evidence Meeting 23:
CRYPTO-CURRENCY /
PAYMENTS

Cryptocurrency as
payments: The current
state of affairs

What is current stage of Government’s and mainstream
brands in accepting cryptocurrency as a form of payment?
What does the current development of cryptocurrencies
mean for financial stakeholders – How are they now
responding / adapting to the developments?
How should cryptocurrency payment systems be
regulated to make it safer for investors and less appealing
to cyber criminals?
Should cryptocurrencies be seen as a security? A
commodity? Or a property?
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Blockchain - Programme 2022/23
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22nd June 2022

Will Government’s develop their own cryptocurrencies to
rival those already in the market? (to follow China’s
example)
Can Blockchain ensure sustainability in energy use, or is it
causing a sustainability crisis?
Evidence Meeting 24:
SUSTAINABILITY &
CLIMATE CHANGE
Energy consumption
and other issues

Can Blockchain help to solve the climate change crises
and more efficient use of natural resources? (Land,
oceans, air)
How can data mining on blockchains become sustainable
or ‘green’? (e.g., ‘green data’ where heat from server parks
and mining fuel smarts grids)

13th September
2022

What are other sustainability issues associated with
Blockchains? E.g., carbon emission trade using
blockchain.
Cybersecurity
•
•
•

•
Evidence Meeting 25:
CYBERSECURITY,
PRIVACY & FRAUD

Will Blockchain technology help or hinder to
increase cybersecurity?
To what sort of cyber-attacks could Blockchain
networks be a suitable protection mechanism?
Are the existing cybersecurity standards emerging
which are useful for Blockchain adoption? Will it
be necessary to harmonise security standards
applied in Blockchain Networks?
How will the intrinsic characteristics of
Blockchains (i.e., the distributed architecture and
consensus mechanism) impact in the security of
the network?

Privacy & Identity Management
New opportunities or
new risk?

•
•
•

•

What does blockchain technologies mean for
anonymity & freedom?
Can blockchain be the definitive tool to protect
personal data privacy and security?
Can blockchain offer a solution to ‘deepfakes’,
identifying, tracking and labelling manipulated
media across digital platforms?
Will digital identity create transparency that will
minimise crime?

Fraud:
•

•

Can blockchain help to end cyber-fraud, or are
there ways fraudsters will use blockchains to
facilitate fraud?
What are the trade security and fraud issues we
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15th November
2022

•

need to consider for cross-border management
and control, and how can Blockchain help?
Should governments increase the uptake of
blockchain technologies in order to tackle fraud?

General:
•

What are the regulatory issues we need to
consider? What should Governments do?

What degree of transparency and security on blockchains
is needed to create trust?

Table 2. Overview of Evidence Meetings for 2023 (Please be aware that dates might change
throughout the year)

BLOCKCHAIN TOPIC
AREA

PROVOCATION QUESTIONS

DATE

What is “Blockchain as a Service”?
Evidence Meeting 26:
BLOCKCHAIN AS A
SERVICE (BAAS)
Commoditising
Blockchains
Business Models &
Competitiveness

How shall Blockchain be commoditised? Through IP
licensing or other methods?
What are the blockchain business models?
What are the new sources of corporate competitiveness in
using blockchain technology? (Network effects,
transaction cost efficiency, information control, increased
speed, other?)
•

What are the trade-related aspects of blockchain
that competition policy needs to consider?

Evidence Meeting 27:

What is Decentralised Finance (DeFi)?

DeFi –
DECENTRALISED
FINANCE

Will DeFi transform financial services?

A new paradigm for
the banking sector?

Evidence Meeting 28:
HEALTH

21st February
2023

Is the traditional commercial banking models at risk, or is
this a new opportunity for the sector?

4th April 2023

What are current state of adoption of DeFi?

Blockchain use in health care: What is the update of using
Blockchain tele-health and other digital health care
solutions adopted on wearable technology (mobile
phones and pacemakers, etc.)?
Blockchain and the pandemic: How can blockchain be
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Blockchain - Programme 2022/23
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21st June 2023

applied to healthcare in a post-pandemic world? Can it
help us to prevent epidemics transforming into
pandemics?
Blockchain’s adoption in health and pharma supply
chains: Will transactions between manufacturers,
wholesalers, doctors and patients be verified to tackle
counterfeit drugs? Can blockchain improve drug
authenticity and traceability?
Blockchain for managing health data and patient data:
Medical organisations produce excessive amounts of data
every day. Is blockchain effective in storing such large
quantities of data efficiently?
What are the emerging standards?
Trade finance:
•
•

Evidence Meeting 29:

•

TRADE FINANCE
&
SMART INTELLIGENT
CONTRACTS

How have governments and global corporates
responded to blockchain technologies in trade?
How does DLT solutions today or in the future
reduce cross border friction in data or asset
exchange between governments or private
corporations?
What new trade finance opportunities can be
created through blockchain? Can new trading
hubs and ‘exchanges’ be created with transparent
leadership?

12th September
2023

Smart & Intelligent Contracts:
•

Have smart intelligence contracts now become
the standard, or when is it not applied? What are
specific elements of the emerging standards?

How are smart intelligent contracts adopted by in
financial, legal, and commercial stakeholders? (Including
investors, banks, legal practice, insurance, property
markets, IPRs contracts others

Evidence Meeting 30:
BLOCKCHAIN USECASES
State-of-art, industry
trends and Blockchain
forecast

How far has Blockchain adoption become a reality across
by industry?
Which sectors have seen the deepest reality or
implementation of using Blockchain technologies, and for
what purpose?
How does Blockchain support industry supply chains?
Are there winners or losers of the Blockchain irruption?
Consider:
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21st November
2023

•
•
•
•
•

Food & Agriculture
Manufacturing & Logistics
Education
Public Service & NGOs
Professional services (legal, etc.)

4.2 Receptions

The receptions are primarily Blockchain convening events. The Blockchain community around
the APPG - policymakers, business leaders, entrepreneurs, academics, and civil society - are
invited to come together, discuss, and put forward the views on Blockchain policies, the
Blockchain industry and its impact on society. Additionally, chaired dinners (by invitation only)
will take place, discussing digital assets on Blockchains and Blockchain’s impact on people.
Table 3. Annual Summer Receptions for 2022 and 2023

RECEPTION

DATE

LOCATION

Summer Reception 2022

5th July 2022

The Terrace Pavilion, House
of Commons

Summer Reception 2023

4th July 2023

The Terrace Pavilion, House
of Commons

Table 4. Topic debates over chaired dinners (by invitation only)
BLOCKCHAIN TOPIC
AREA

PROVOCATION QUESTIONS (CHAIRED
DINNERS)

DATE

Will digital assets / tokenisation become a
reality?
DIGITAL ASSETS ON
BLOCKCHAIN
AND
INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY RIGHTS
(IPRs)

What are the benefits of having digital assets
stored on a blockchain?
Could governments roll out a digital asset
programme? (Focusing on some sectors of the
economy? IPR, land property, cultural heritage,
etc.)
How can blockchain enable an intangible
assets and IP marketplace, and how far can
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15th March 2022

this be taken and adapted in the future?

What is the impact of blockchain on people
and society?
Blockchain will change our economy, but will it
also change our daily lives
BLOCKCHAIN’S
IMPACT ON PEOPLE

What is the new world of citizens using
blockchain going to look like as consumers of
health, finance, energy, payment systems, and
so forth?

19th October
2022

Can blockchain blur public and industry divides
and ensure peer-to-peer relations with no
intermediaries, minimising costs, ensuring
trust, and bringing a sense of ownership?

BLOCKCHAIN
TECHNOLOGY OR
DIGITAL
READINESS: WHAT
IS THE PROBLEM?

We may have the technology, but how do we
detect digital readiness in business, and what
to do about it?
How can blockchain support the UK Levelling
Up Agenda?

14th March 2023

How does blockchain support productivity
enhancement?
Topic TBC

Chaired dinner theme (to be confirmed)

18th October
2023

4.3 Advisory Board Meetings
There are regularly advisory board meetings to co-set strategy on topics and feedback on the
output of activities.

Table 5. Overview of Advisory Board Meetings for 2022 and 2023
ADVISORY BOARD MEETINGS

DATE

Advisory Board 16

15th March 2022

Advisory Board 17

5th July 2022

Advisory Board 18

22nd November 2022
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Advisory Board 19

21st March 2023

Advisory Board 20

4th July 2023

Advisory Board 21

28th November 2023

4.4 Annual General Meeting
Annual General Meetings (AGM) occur once a year and must take place on the Parliamentary
estate and when both Houses (House of Commons and House of Lords) are sitting.
During the AGM, the APPG on Blockchain will elect the officers for the next phase, and the
approve of an income and expenditure statement for the previous year.
Table 6. Overview of planned AGMs for 2022 and 2023
Period: 2022

Period: 2023

AGM 2022

AGM 2023

25th January 2022

24th January 2023

All-Party Parliamentary Group on Blockchain - Programme 2022/23

17

4.5 Blockchain Industry Landscape Map
Are you part of the UK’s Blockchain Industry Landscape?
To foresee the development, the changing trends, and dynamics of the Blockchain industry,
the APPG on the Blockchain will review the state of the UK Blockchain Industry in dialogue
with Innovation Eye Limited (analytics company). It will include a 2022 update of our previous
work from 2018 and 2021 (see Figure 3).
Combining market analytics, industry intelligence and classification frameworks, the APPG
will detail the state of The UK Blockchain Industry: Companies, Investors, Tech Hubs,
Technology Trends, Researchers, and Blockchain Influencers.
Figure 3. Blockchain Industry Mind map (Illustrative figure of our interactive mindmap linking
investors, developers and entrepreneurs, across 20 Blockchain sectors in the UK)

Interactive Mind Maps are featured
to understand the configuration of the Blockchain ecosystem

How to get involved?
Visit the Blockchain Innovation Eye Pavilion on https://uk.bicpavilion.com/
or go to https://www.innovationeye.com/blockchain-in-uk-2021
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5. Community and Memberships

Join the APPG Blockchain network of business leaders, entrepreneurs, investors,
academics, politicians, policymakers, and civil society.
Opportunity to impact the financial, social, political, and regulatory future with Blockchain
and other emerging technologies.
Contribute to thought leadership and deep dives.
Unique events, showcases, evidence forums and receptions.

You can set up your freemium account or become a Member:
Go to https://uk.bicpavilion.com/about/appg-blockchain
to sign up and explore all our activities, events, videos, publications, gallery, library and
participate in our online interactive forum.
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